
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Wednesday, November 7, 2012  

 
Minutes 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman John Fontana called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Parks and Recreation office of 
Town Hall, 75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Chairman John Fontana, Vice Chairman Michael Fasulo, Commissioners David Kanute, Joseph 
LaPorte (arrived at 6:33 p.m.) and Joanne D. Palmieri; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay and 
Assistant Superintendent of Parks Michael Manware.  
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner Kanute made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Palmieri, to accept the Minutes of the 
October 3, 2012 meeting as submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
VISITORS:  None. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS:  None. 
 
DIRECTOR OF RECREATION REPORT:  
Mr. Lapreay had a couple of reports in the packet.  The last dance report was pretty consistent with other 
dances.  Dave contacted the Y.  They are still doing their Twilight on Fridays and will hold off on their 
dances.  There is no Police cost on the sheet because he hasn’t received their bill yet.  Softball is still 
going until the Tuesday before Thanksgiving, weather permitting.  Mens basketball open gym started.  
Mr. Lapreay said he started a $50 fee for out of towners.  So far there has been no issue with it.  Dave has 
been researching sensitivity training.  He found a lot of manual study guides.  He is still looking.  Dave is 
working on hoop madness for 1st and 2nd graders.  Probably on a Monday night if it coordinates with the 
people. Had a couple of complaints about the PA system at Memorial Park going on early in the morning.  
Jerry Brick from Lake Compounce donated a new system and they were installing it and testing it at the 
time.  It was not Memorial football.  The No Parking signs lining the park side of Woodruff Street were 
never returned after the sidewalks went in.  The signs will be replaced this week or next week by the 
Police Department. 
 
Bob Ruderman gave back $510 from the Slamma Jamma program.  He has been doing that for several 
years.  Commissioner Kanute said when we let the other camps come in we should have them pay 
something back to the town for using the town facilities.   
 
Mr. Lapreay submitted his Goals and Objectives to the Town Manager this week.  A copy was in the 
packet for the board’s information.  Dave has received some complaints of people dragging stuff while 
training on the linear trail.  It appeared to be Crossfit; Dave left them messages about it and is still waiting 
for a call back.  Some discussion followed about the people taking over the trail making other users 
uncomfortable.  Dave is waiting for a return phone call.   
 
Mr. Lapreay sent an email to all the softball league managers after he received several complaints about 
teams using out of towners illegally.  Players have to bring their IDs and umpires have rosters.  Next 
year’s league will be totally revamped with rosters, photo IDs, etc.  A copy of his email to all team 
managers was in the packet.   
 
Commissioner Kanute asked a question for the next budget.  There is a need for safety batting for the 
wrestling room in order to finish the room; it will be about $4,400 and needs to be done for the kids’ 
safety.  This would be something that should be shared with the BOE since they also use the room. 
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Motion was made by Commissioner Fasulo, seconded by Commissioner Kanute, to accept the report of 
the Director of Recreation.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
In response to a question, it was announced that Santa in the Park will be November 25 and the lights go 
on December 6. 
 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS REPORT: 
Mr. Manware reported that swings were installed at Jaycee Park.  He signed off on Blake Bauer’s Eagle 
Scout work there.  The person who did work at Panthorn Park doesn’t want any notoriety.  The board felt 
that a thank you letter should go out.  Mr. Manware stated that more children’s play things would be 
added, such as a whiffle ball field, walking trail, horseshoe pits. 
 
The Memorial tennis courts had some complaints over the summer.  The Highway Department went in 
and put asphalt on the cracks.  The cracks happen every year.  There is a special tape that could work.  
The cracks were bad.  Mike talked to three different contractors who thought the courts were in excellent 
condition.  Will also look into doing Recreation Park in the future.  Panthorn is in good shape. 
 
A test hole was dug for the scoreboard at the high school. Mr. Manware spoke about a problem with the 
main mower.  It has about 800 hours on it and has a serious engine problem.  It is 3 or 4 years old.  In the 
future Steve Wlodkowski is looking into a different machine.  In response to a question, Mr. Manware 
said a new machine costs close to $40,000.  A motor is about $5,000. 
 
The leaf program started.  It slowed down for a day or two because of snow.  Parking on the trail was 
discussed at the last meetings.  Officer Petro had more complaints from neighbors. It is all down on the 
end near Cheshire.  Commissioner Kanute said it happens during times when the police are busy with 
other issues.  Neighbors think it is drug related but that has not been found to be true.  The parking spaces 
are legitimate.  It is not considered a municipal lot.  Suggestion was made to put some signs stating No 
Parking 10 to 5.  It was the consensus to do that. 
 
Discussion followed on giving awards to the scout who did work at the dog park and the Jaycees for their 
work on the park.  Chairman Fontana asked about the fireplaces in the grove at Recreation Park.  Mr. 
Manware replied that we were going to buy half a dozen or so and install them.  It didn’t happen this year 
but is planned.  
 
Mr. Lapreay mentioned that there may be youth football this weekend on the turf field if weather permits.  
Until something is set, he and Eric Swallow will handle field use.  Chairman Fontana spoke about 
maintenance of the turf field.  He had a meeting with Garry Brumback who thought it was a 50/50 
proposition with the Board of Ed on this.  He reminded the Town Manager that it was the Town Council 
who approved the funding for the field.  It is a town community field like a park and maintenance is 
overseen by the Park Board.  Two hours of maintenance for every 160 hours is needed.  Strictly game 
time is counted toward the 160 hours.  Mark Sciota said that a line item in the budget for field 
maintenance could be used.  Chairman Fontana was concerned that the groomer and supplies are outside.  
He believes they should be moved to prevent any damage.  Mr. Manware said he was not sure he had a 
way of moving it.  He will speak with Steve Wlodkowski about it.  Discussion followed on having just 
one department maintaining the field (Parks).  The BOE would put the lines down as agreed. It was 
decided to have a meeting with the Town Manager and Steve Wlodkowski to discuss it.     
 
Chairman Fontana passed out copies of an email received from Dawn Miceli talking about a temporary 
ice rink at the Water Department property downtown.  The Water Board approved using the property 
inside the fence.  Some site work is needed; it is not level and needs some grading work.  Discussion 
followed regarding no ice hockey being allowed for safety reasons. There is a pole that could be used for 
lighting.  Mr. Manware has 1000 watt fixtures at the garage.  Two lights can be put up for the ice rink on 
a timer.  He will talk to the Water Department about paying for the difference in electric costs rather than 
putting in another meter.  Probably the Park Department will do the installation but we can let the 
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volunteers know if they want to help.   
 
Commissioner LaPorte stated that he spoke with Kathy Reinhard about the mobile stage.  There is some 
money available.  The trailer is 15 years old and everyone would like to keep it in good shape.  He passed 
out a list of items to consider. 
 
Commissioner LaPorte also reminded everyone that the Southington Arts Council will be having their 
30th Anniversary celebration at Hawk’s Landing.  Carole Milano has been the president for the entire 30 
years.  Commissioner LaPorte plans to attend.  It would be appropriate to have something to present to 
her.  Mr. Lapreay said he could get something through the town events account.  Also, Neil Wasserman 
from the Youth Soccer League is leaving after many years.  A plaque would be appropriate.  Motion was 
made by Commissioner Kanute, seconded by Commissioner Palmieri to have plaques prepared for Carole 
Milano and Neil Wasserman in honor of their achievements.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Commissioner Kanute made a motion to accept the report of the Assistant Superintendent of Parks, 
seconded by Commissioner Fasulo.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
REPORT ON PARKS:  None 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  None 
   
NEW BUSINESS:   
1.  Schedule of Meeting Dates for 2013.  Commissioner Kanute made a motion to approve the meeting 
schedule for next year, seconded by Commissioner Palmieri and carried unanimously.  The schedule will 
be submitted to the Town Clerk’s office. 
 
ADJOURNMENT TO EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
Motion made by Commissioner Palmieri, seconded by Commissioner Fasulo, to go into Executive 
Session excluding the press, the recording secretary and the public to discuss a personnel matter.  Motion 
carried unanimously.   
 
The regular meeting was adjourned as 7:22 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 
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BOARD OF PARKS COMMISSIONERS 
2013 Approved Meeting Schedule 

 
 
November 8, 2012 
 
The Southington Board of Parks Commissioners will meet in the Parks & Recreation Office at Town Hall 
on the first Wednesday of each month at 6:30 PM, with the exception of June, July, August & September 
due to the “Music on the Green” concert series. 
 

Wednesday, January 2 

Wednesday, February 6 

Wednesday, March 6 

Wednesday, April 3 

Wednesday, May 1 

Thursday, June 6 

No Meeting in July 

Thursday, August 1 

Thursday, September 5 

Wednesday, October 2 

Wednesday, November 6 

Wednesday, December 4 

 
Notification will be given regarding any unforeseen changes in this schedule. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
David A. Lapreay 
Director of Recreation 
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